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Ascend Insurance Brokerage Partnership Brings

Entertainment Practice to Higginbotham
Ascend Becomes a Higginbotham Company

DALLAS, Texas (June 3, 2020) — Higginbotham, the largest independent insurance firm based in
Texas, and Ascend Insurance Brokerage, an independent agency in Dallas serving the entertainment
industry, have merged operations. Ascend gives Higginbotham additional in-house expertise in
entertainment coverage, including event cancelation and non-appearance, and Higginbotham expands
Ascend’s service capability into all lines of commercial and personal property/casualty insurance and
employee benefits.

Higginbotham has an office in Dallas and another six offices in the broader DFW area. Part of the
firm’s growth initiative is to strategically unite with other growing insurance firms having industry
concentrations that add to Higginbotham’s lineup of more than 20 industry verticals for commercial
customers. Ascend and Higginbotham will collaborate as a unified team to round out their collective
product and service offering.

“We've employed a partnership culture that directly benefits clients,” said Higginbotham
Chairman and CEO Rusty Reid. “Through one broker, clients with highly specialized risks, like those in
entertainment, get the expertise they need and access to all our resources. Ascend’s hands-on industry
experience will bring a unique breadth of knowledge and strengthen our current capability in the rapidly
growing entertainment space.”

Ascend CEO Paul Bassman added, “I'm excited to bring the additional risk management services
Higginbotham’s partnership affords us and deliver extra value to our entertainment clients. At the same
time, it opens up channels for Ascend to serve other industries and keep growing.”

Higginbotham named Bassman a managing director. The 13-person group will operate as
Ascend, A Higginbotham Company until consolidating with Higginbotham’s office at 15660 North Dallas
Parkway.
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Ascend is primary asset for artists, festivals and venues as they explore specific insurance needs.
Currently the company acts as a vital resource for Joe Bonamassa, Future, Machine Gun Kelly, Gary Clark
Jr., the legendary Stone Pony and other venues in Asbury Park, NJ, Stubb’s BBQ in Austin, TX, Metro
Chicago, the Life Is Beautiful Festival, Pitchfork Music Festival, Beaver Productions, P1440 (Kerri Walsh
Jenning’s new volleyball league) and others. Past clients include C3 Presents (Lollapalooza, Austin City
Limits Festival), Brooklyn Bowl, Bowery Presents, City Winery, Twenty One Pilots, Chris Stapleton and
many more. On the film side, the company has handled the interests of A GHOST STORY (directed by
David Lowery, starring Casey Affleck, Rooney Mara, Kesha), TILL DEATH (directed by Aharon Keshales,
produced by Cinestate and Arts District Entertainment, starring Jason Sudeikis, Evangeline Lilly) and
SATANIC PANIC (produced by Cinestate, starring Rebecca Romijn, Jerry O’Connell, Hayley Griffith, Ruby
Modine).

About Ascend Insurance Brokerage

Ascend Insurance Brokerage dates back 20 years in Dallas and specializes in commercial coverage and
risk management for the entertainment industry. Its brokers have expansive backgrounds in
entertainment, including prior roles in artist management, concert promotion, film production, touring
and venue management. Ascend clients include North America concert promoters, entertainers,
festivals, film producers and venues. Visit www.ascendib.com for more information.

About Higginbotham

Higginbotham is a single source for insurance and financial services that brokers business insurance,
employee benefits, retirement plans, executive benefits, life insurance and home/auto insurance from
more than 250 regional and national carriers. It supplements coverage with in-house risk management,
benefit plan administration and human resources services. The firm was founded in 1948 and is
headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas, with more than 40 additional offices statewide and in Oklahoma,
Georgia and California serving domestic and international customers. Higginbotham ranks by revenue as
the nation’s 24th largest independent insurance brokerage firm, making it the largest Texas-based
broker (Business Insurance, July 2019). Visit www.higginbotham.net for more information.
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